/12,2017

Selectman Warren Doty
401 Middle Rd
Cl mark, 1A 02535

Dear Selectman Doty,

I’m writing to draw your attention to carbon tax legislation under consideration in the state
legislature.

The measure, S1747, sponsored by Senator Michael Barrett of the Third Middlesex district,
claims to be “revenue neutral.” It is not. S1747 would drive up costs on gas, electricity, and home
heating oil. Municipal budgets as well as individual citizens will feel its effects.

Last year, your Senator Daniel A. Wolf cosponsored this same legislation. We urge you to
let him know you do not support a new, broad tax on energy. We have included a copy of our
testimony against this bill for your reference. If you have any questions, please call me at (617)
797-2540 or email at paul@massfiscal.org with any questions. Thank you.

Sincerely,

it D

Paul Craney
Executive Director
Massachusetts Fiscal Alliance









Further, proponents of the carbon tax like to say that the economy had remained largely
untouched by the implementation of this tax in BC. This however, is when they compare BC to
the rest of Canada, and doesn’t take into consideration the fact that BC was actually doing better
than Canada as a whole before the implementation of this tax. If you look at the unemployment
rate five years before the implementation of the carbon tax in BC, it was at 5.6% and the
Canadian average was at 6.6%. Take those numbers and compare them with five years after the
implementation of the tax where BC unemployment rate was at 7.1% compared to Canada’s

7.6 i This shows that the labor market advantage that BC once had was c

implementation of this tax. The economic effects that such a tax could have on MA would be
disastrous.

Finally, since our state and nation as a whole does rely mostly on fossil fuels, if you tax them,
things are going to cost more, despite the promised rebate. The price of gas, electricity and home
heating are going to go up as a result. You can also assume that companies that are the largest
emissions producers, who are the ones that are supposed to feel the biggest hit, will pass along
the burden to the average consumer through higher costs on consumer goods, and will cut
corners on quality. In the end the average person will take the biggest hit with the
implementation of this ta... .1. ...n, I hope you will consider taking a deeper look into the
consequences of this legislation.

"http://www.cato.org/blog/002degc-temperature-rise-averted-vital-number-miss - bers-fact-sheet
i http://scienceandpublicpolicy.org/images/stories/papers/originals/state_by_state.pdf
i https://www.cbo.gov/publication/44223

V¥ http://www.nbcnews.com/id/30440785/ns/us_news-environment/t/clinton-china-india-must-join-climate-
action/#.VikRFSvYFyg

¥ https://socialsciences.uottawa.ca/sites/default/files/public/eco/eng/documents/1211e.pdf
Vihttp://  itu e 0 analysis i nk
vit http://instituteforenergyresearch.org/analysis/british-columbias-carbon-tax-and-leakage-into-the-u-s/

vit Unemployment data from Statistics Canada, Table 282-0087. The averages are based on the monthly data, i.e.
July 2003 through July 2008, and July 2008 through July 2013.



